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these comments that are being made?’’ 
and you were to ask about the budget 
documents that I have cited today that 
would unravel the Medicare guarantee, 
he would probably tell one of his bold- 
faced whoppers. He would probably say 
he would be the only person who could 
fix Medicare’s challenges and would 
mislead the public about the agenda of 
those of us on this side of the aisle, 
who want to uphold and expand on the 
Medicare guarantee, who want to make 
sure, for example, that there will be af-
fordable medicine for senior citizens, 
that we are using the bargaining power 
of the Federal Government to get sen-
iors a fair shake and are protecting 
Medicaid, which is a lifeline for mil-
lions. We will also unravel the damage 
Donald Trump has done to the Afford-
able Care Act, such as trying to let the 
insurance companies discriminate 
again against those with preexisting 
conditions. 

The fact is that Donald Trump has 
not been straight with the seniors of 
this country about his Medicare poli-
cies. He hasn’t told the truth about 
them, and in the days ahead, I intend 
to make sure that this truth gets out 
and that seniors really understand 
what is on the line in the weeks ahead. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
JENNA QUINN LAW 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, as fami-
lies have been quarantined at home 
over the past several months, their 
lives have been filled with a whole new 
set of stressors. Loss of income, isola-
tion, anxiety about their own health, 
and the stress of teaching children at 
home can test even the healthiest fam-
ilies and relationships. 

But it also puts children at higher 
risk of child abuse and neglect. In April 
this year, nationwide reports of abuse 
or neglect dropped by an average of 
about 40 percent compared to the same 
time last year. That doesn’t mean 
there are fewer instances of abuse— 
probably far from it—just fewer re-
ports. 

One of the things about children at-
tending school is that their teachers 
and counselors can monitor them for 
signs of sexual assault, sexual abuse, 
and report that to the appropriate au-
thorities. In 2018, two-thirds of the re-
ports of child abuse were submitted by 
people who came in contact with treat-
ment as part of their jobs—police offi-
cers, lawyers, social services, and, of 
course, teachers, as I said. 

Teachers, education professionals, 
and other support staff at school, like 
bus drivers, are responsible for more 
than half of the child abuse reports. 
But with children home during the 
pandemic, out of sight from the teach-
ers and others who would otherwise see 
them on a routine basis, abuse is be-
coming more difficult to identify and 
report. 

Child sexual assault abuse was a cri-
sis before the pandemic, with more 
than 42 million adult survivors in 

America. As the stresses of the pan-
demic and lack of reporting have taken 
a violent toll across the country, there 
is an urgent need for Congress to act. 

Over the years, I have listened to 
courageous victims in Texas who have 
shared their stories and advocated for 
reforms to prevent more children from 
experiencing this tragic abuse. One of 
those inspirational individuals is Jenna 
Quinn, a child abuse survivor and fierce 
advocate for children who are often 
suffering in silence. She was the driv-
ing force behind what is now known as 
Jenna’s Law in Texas, which requires 
training for teachers, caregivers, and 
other adults who work with children on 
how to prevent, recognize, and report 
child sexual abuse. The signs of child 
sexual abuse are unique from other 
forms of child abuse, and correctly 
identifying these signs is integral to 
bringing children out of a sexually abu-
sive situation. 

After it passed in 2009, a study found 
that educators reported child sexual 
abuse at a rate almost four times 
greater after the training they had re-
ceived than before they had received 
that training. It was one of the first 
child sexual abuse prevention laws in 
the United States demanding this 
training, and now more than half of 
our States have adopted some form of 
Jenna’s Law. 

The kicker is that in many States, 
including Texas, they don’t provide 
funding for the training, for the pro-
gram. That is what Senator HASSAN, 
the Senator from New Hampshire, and 
I want to change. 

Last year we introduced the Jenna 
Quinn Law, which would take the suc-
cessful reforms in Texas and other 
States and make them a reality for 
children across the country. This bill 
would allow current grant funds to be 
used for specialized training for stu-
dents, teachers, and other caregivers to 
learn how to identify, safely report, 
and hopefully prevent future child sex-
ual abuse. This legislation also encour-
ages the States without similar laws to 
implement innovative programs to ad-
dress such abuse. 

Again, I want to express my appre-
ciation to Senators HASSAN and BRAUN, 
who have joined me in this bipartisan 
effort, and I hope we can get this bill to 
the President’s desk soon. No child 
should experience abuse or neglect, and 
the Jenna Quinn Law will bring us 
closer to identifying and stopping 
abuse in its tracks. 

I came to the floor initially with the 
thought of offering a unanimous con-
sent request to pass the Jenna Quinn 
Law, Jenna’s Law. It has cleared on 
our side. There is some discussion 
going forward between our Democratic 
colleagues and us about pairing this 
with another piece of legislation which, 
like Jenna’s Law, is not controversial. 
And based on the commitment that 
this will be passed as part of the 
wrapup this evening, I will not offer 
that unanimous consent request at this 
time, but I will depend on that com-

mitment we have gotten that it will be 
passed in wrapup today. So I want to 
express again my appreciation to Sen-
ator HASSAN and Senator BRAUN for 
working with us on this. 

So often, the best of intentions go 
awry because there is no funding mech-
anism to help facilitate and pay for the 
training, and that is where the money 
that we appropriated that goes to the 
Department of Justice—their grant 
programs for various law enforcement 
initiatives—is so valuable. Those are 
the funds that are already appropriated 
that we want to tap into for this type 
of essential training. 

I yield to my friend from New Hamp-
shire. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire. 

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I want 
to thank Senator CORNYN for his part-
nership and support his call. I urge my 
colleagues to support our legislation, 
the Jenna Quinn Law, and I, too, look 
forward to its being passed as part of 
wrapup this evening. 

Every child has the fundamental 
right to be safe, to be treated with dig-
nity, to be cared for, and to have the 
opportunity to seize their vast poten-
tial. Sexual abuse robs children of 
those rights. Too often, these horrific 
crimes go unrecognized or unreported, 
and children are left in dangerous situ-
ations without access to safety and jus-
tice. 

During my time as Governor of New 
Hampshire, I worked with Republicans 
and Democrats to sign into law a bill 
that mandated that child abuse preven-
tion be taught as a part of the health 
education curriculum, and I am proud 
to work with Senator CORNYN to 
strengthen these efforts on a national 
level. 

The Jenna Quinn Law would better 
protect children from sexual assault by 
helping ensure that teachers, care-
givers, and other adults working with 
children are equipped with the tools 
and knowledge to prevent, recognize, 
and report sexual abuse and exploi-
tation. It would also ensure that chil-
dren receive age-appropriate education 
on how to recognize and report these 
heinous acts. 

By encouraging States to provide 
training and education on child sexual 
abuse recognition and prevention, we 
can help keep our young people safe. 
But we know that there is much more 
work ahead of us. 

The COVID–19 pandemic is exacer-
bating challenges that many vulner-
able people face, including children 
who are abused, and as reporting of 
abuse has gone down during this pan-
demic, experts have made clear that it 
is because many children have been out 
of view of the people who often provide 
support and make reports, including 
teachers and school officials. 

So as we work to pass the Jenna 
Quinn Law today, we also have to focus 
on passing a broader bipartisan reau-
thorization of the Child Abuse Preven-
tion and Treatment Act to provide 
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even more tools to support children 
and families who are struggling. It is 
our duty to nurture and protect all of 
our country’s children, and the Jenna 
Quinn Law is a strong step to help 
move us forward in meeting that re-
sponsibility. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
this legislation and to work together 
on additional bipartisan measures to 
protect the safety and well-being of 
children across the country. Again, I 
thank my friend from Texas for his 
leadership in moving this important 
bill forward, and I look forward con-
tinuing to work with him on these 
issues. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the cloture 
vote on Calendar No. 816, the nomina-
tion of Franklin Ulyses Valderrama, be 
withdrawn and that the Senate proceed 
to vote on the nomination under the 
previous order at 11:45 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered 
The Senator from Michigan. 

AGRICULTURE 
Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 

rise to talk about what we need to be 
doing certainly to support the farmers 
across our country. I know Republican 
colleagues spoke just a while ago about 
the need to refill what we call the CCC 
to make sure that we are providing the 
funding for the October payments for 
the farm bill. 

As one of the authors of the farm 
bill, I certainly know we have to make 
those payments, and the good news is 
that there is enough money there now 
to do that, although we certainly also 
want to be providing emergency sup-
port, disaster support, for growers who 
have been hit and have had losses as a 
result of the Trump chaotic trade poli-
cies, as a result of what has happened 
under COVID–19. Our farmers have 
been hit every which way, including 
what is happening on climate change 
and the weather, prices, everything 
else, and we certainly want to make 
sure that they have what they need. 

I want to raise two points today. One 
is that in order to do that, the USDA 
should be focusing on a GAO report 
that was released on Monday that indi-
cated and actually reaffirmed a report 
that I released with our Senate Demo-
cratic colleagues on the Agricultural 
Committee that, in fact, the payments 
going out to farmers have not been 
fair. They have been picking winners 
and losers; they have been picking re-
gions in the South, big farms in the 
South, not over the Midwest or our 
smaller farmers and over many of 
those who, frankly, have had the big-
gest losses. 

So when I hear my colleagues talk 
about the fact that we need to be sup-
porting farmers and we need to make 
sure that the farm bill payments go 

out, I absolutely agree that money is 
in there right now to do that. If we are 
going to add other money, I think we 
ought to be paying attention to what 
the GAO has now affirmed, which is we 
should be making sure we are funding 
those with losses—those who need the 
help the most in these chaotic times 
for farmers. 

But something has now come up 
today that is even more alarming to 
me, and that is related to what the 
Trump administration appears to be 
considering right now, which is to take 
at least $300 million in funds, cash aid, 
and give it to U.S. oil refineries out of 
the funds we are talking about—that 
my colleagues just talked about—that 
were supposed to be going to farmers. 

We have had 31⁄2 years of this admin-
istration siding with big oil companies 
over our ethanol producers. And, by 
the way, ethanol biofuels are about 
jobs, about clean energy, and about 
supporting small towns in rural com-
munities. Then, just this week, at the 
very last minute—it is election year— 
they announce that they are going to 
make a decision that will help ethanol 
and be able to deal with some of the 
waivers that they have been doing for 
the oil companies. They announced 
that earlier this week, and then, guess 
what. Through the back door, they are 
going to take—if this is accurate in 
Reuters—$300 million away from our 
farmers to give back to Big Oil. 

Every time we turn around, they are 
deciding to support Big Oil over farm-
ers in our rural communities. I want to 
know from colleagues—I had hoped to 
get to the floor to ask the question di-
rectly, and I am certainly going to ask 
it of my colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle who I know support ethanol 
and biofuels—when they are advocating 
for more money in the CCC, are they 
advocating for $300 million going to the 
oil companies? Because, oh, heavenly 
days, we couldn’t really side with eth-
anol. 

You know, if we really sided with 
ethanol, they wouldn’t be worried 
about the oil companies who have been 
fighting this every step of the way, 
fighting the efforts to support ethanol 
and biofuels, and fighting the efforts 
that are critical for jobs in rural com-
munities in my State and all across the 
country. If they really meant it, they 
wouldn’t be trying, through the back 
door, to find some way to go back and 
get hundreds of millions of dollars for 
the oil companies so they wouldn’t be 
upset. 

So I find this pretty outrageous 
today. We are certainly going to dig 
deep, and, certainly, we are in the proc-
ess right now of putting together a let-
ter to the USDA. But the reality is 
that over and over again there is a lot 
of lip service for farmers and a lot of 
money going to Big Oil, and there is a 
lot of lip service to small and medium- 
sized farmers across Michigan and 
across the country, while 95 percent of 
these payments that are being done are 
going to big operations with political 
friends in the South. 

It is not fair. It is not fair. It is cre-
ating a situation where too many fam-
ily farms are barely making it or, in 
fact, not making it and having to put 
the farm up for sale, and that is wrong. 
It is not good for America. It is not 
good for diversity in agriculture. We 
don’t need just a few huge farms in 
America. We need to make sure that 
we are supporting our small farmers 
and medium farmers. This is the foun-
dation of so much of the economy in 
small towns like where I grew up in 
Northern Michigan. 

What we have seen is an administra-
tion that has chosen to basically throw 
the farm bill out the window. My col-
leagues talked about the great bipar-
tisan farm bill. I agree. As the partner 
with Senator ROBERTS in putting that 
together, I agree. It was a great bipar-
tisan effort that the USDA has basi-
cally torn up and thrown out the win-
dow, and instead of creating markets 
for our farmers and supporting them 
with risk management, now it is back 
to big government payments. By the 
way, let’s make sure they are focused 
on our friends. That is basically what 
the report from the GAO has shown us. 

I am very concerned that one more 
time there is a lot of lip service for 
farmers, and we are going to see—and 
we are certainly going to stop this, by 
the way—$300 million going to oil com-
panies out of our agriculture support 
fund. It is stunning to me. 

By the way, I would just conclude by 
saying that the Secretary of Agri-
culture has said he didn’t have the au-
thority to help the ethanol producers, 
couldn’t help our corn growers, 
couldn’t help our biofuel and soybeans 
growers—he didn’t have the authority. 
He didn’t have the authority to help 
our farmers, but somehow he has the 
authority to dip into agriculture sup-
port funds to be able to fund $300 mil-
lion to Big Oil. This is wrong. 

I hope my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle who were here speak-
ing earlier about the importance of 
supporting agriculture will join us in 
saying to the USDA: You do not have 
the authority to use dollars for pro-
ducers that have been hit so hard by 
the chaos of their trade policies and 
every other effort that has gone on in 
the real world that has lowered their 
prices and created havoc for our farm-
ers. You don’t have the right to take 
their funds and give them to Big Oil. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada. 
WILDFIRES 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
I rise today to talk about what we are 
seeing in this country in the West with 
the horrific wildfires that are hap-
pening right now. I have to say, so 
many of my colleagues have been 
speaking out, and rightfully so. My 
heart, along with all of theirs, goes out 
to everyone who has been affected by 
the fires raging across the West and, 
most of all, to those who have lost 
members of their families or their 
homes. 
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